
IMAGINE BEING ABLE TO SEAMLESSLY
zoom in on any part of a wide-angle
photo of the entire night sky, and as you
do, the detail increases in proportion.
That’s just one of the features of the 

latest upgrade to the top-of-the-line 
version of Starry Night Pro astronomy
software (previous review, version 4.5,
SkyNews, Jul./Aug. 2004). Visually, the
software is stunning in its realism, and 

it is seemingly endless in its capabilities.
Much of what is new comes from an

integration into Starry Night of some of
the best features of another software,
Desktop Universe, especially the full-
colour, pole-to-pole, CCD-image mosaic
of the night sky. The mosaic was a five-
year project headed by Doug George and
Peter Ceravolo of Main Sequence soft-
ware of Ottawa (developers of Desktop
Universe) that involved the acquisition
of more than 20,000 CCD images from
remote sites in Australia and Arizona and
the subsequent painstaking digital stitch-
ing together of the individual images to
make a seamless image of the entire sky
to magnitude 14.

“This makes the all-sky image available
to a much wider audience,” says George,
“including those on the Macintosh plat-
form.” The colour mosaic weighs in at
6.44 billion pixels. Especially attractive is
the detailed photographic realism of the
Milky Way, which is much closer to reality
than previous rendering attempts. For 
aficionados of high-end software that does
it all (just listing the features would take
more space than available here), this is one
impressive package. Price, about $300;
available at telescope shops. n

TO ORDER: Simply note how many binoculars and tripod adapters you want and
include payment by cheque, money order or credit-card number. Make cheques
and money orders payable to SkyNews Inc. For credit-card orders, be sure to
include your card number and card expiry date. Send to: SkyNews, Box 29,
Camden East, Ontario, Canada K0K 1J0. For credit-card orders by phone, call 
toll-free 1-866-SKY-0005 (1-866-759-0005); Canadian sales only.

SkyNews editor Terence Dickinson’s latest find in his continuing quest for 
the best combination of price and optical quality in an astronomy binocular is the Optisan
Pioneer 7x50—a remarkable value at only $129 ! He reports, “These are the lightest
high-quality-optics 7x50 binoculars I have tested in the under-$200 price range.”

• sharp 7-power optics and wide 6.6-degree field of view—ideal for astronomy
• exceptionally light weight for 50mm binoculars, at 830 grams (1.8 pounds)
• large, comfortable eyepieces with fold-down eyecups for eyeglass wearers
• optics multicoated for high light transmission
• neck strap, lens caps and soft carry case included
• also ideal for birding, boating and at the cottage

NEW 7x50 ASTRONOMY BINOCULARS!

Optisan 
Pioneer 7x50

Deluxe soft case 
and strap included.

plus $29.40
for sales taxes, handling and shipping
to anywhere in Canada. (Allow 4-6
weeks for delivery.) Tripod adapter
bracket optional, add $18.95 (not
sold separately; must be ordered at
same time as binoculars).

$129
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PRODUCT UPDATE

Starry Night Pro Plus 5.0
The newest version of Starry Night astronomy software incorporates a
Canadian state-of-the-art, 20,000-image mosaic of the entire night sky

NIGHT SKY REALITY TOUR
A typical screen shot from the new Starry Night Pro
Plus (version 5.0) astronomy software looks remark-
ably photographic. That’s because it is, in part, the
product of many photos—a huge mosaic of 20,000
individual images of the real night sky united with
computer-generated stars and databases.

 


